Table of Contents
Series 800 – Building Sites
800 OBJECTIVES OF BUILDINGS & SITES ............................................................................................................ 2
801 SITE ACQUISITION AND BUILDING CONSTRUCTION................................................................................... 3
801.1
801.2
801.3
801.4

BUILDINGS & SITES LONG RANGE PLANNING .....................................................................................3
BUILDINGS & SITES SURVEYS ...............................................................................................................4
EDUCATIONAL SPECIFICATIONS FOR BUILDINGS & SITES ...............................................................5
SITE ACQUISITION ....................................................................................................................................6

802 MAINTENACE, OPERATION AND MANAGEMENT ......................................................................................... 7
802.1 MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE .....................................................................................................................7
803 SELLING AND LEASING ................................................................................................................................... 8
803.1 DISPOSITION OF OBSOLETE EQUIPMENT ............................................................................................8
803.2 LEASE, SALE OR DISPOSAL OF SCHOOL DISTRICT BUILDINGS & SITES ........................................9

Rock Valley School District Board Policy – 800 Series
Return to Table of Contents

Page 1

800 OBJECTIVES OF BUILDINGS & SITES
This series of the board policy manual sets forth the board objectives and goals for the school district's buildings
and sites. It is the goal of the board to provide sufficient school district buildings and sites for the education
program. The board will strive to provide an environment which will encourage and support learning.
In providing this environment the school district buildings and sites will accommodate the organizational and
instructional patterns that support the education program. The board has final authority to determine what is
necessary to meet the needs of the education program.
It is the responsibility of the superintendent to oversee the day-to-day operations of the school buildings and sites
and to notify the board of areas in need of improvement.
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801 SITE ACQUISITION AND BUILDING CONSTRUCTION
801.1 BUILDINGS & SITES LONG RANGE PLANNING

As part of the board's long range plan for the school district's education program, the board will include the
buildings and sites needs for the education program. The long-term needs for buildings and sites will be
discussed and determined by the board.
It is the responsibility of the superintendent to provide information including, but not limited to, enrollment
projections and education program requirements to the board.

Legal Reference:

Iowa Code §§ 280.3, .12, .14; 297 (2013).

Cross Reference:
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801.2 BUILDINGS & SITES SURVEYS

The board may engage the services of consultants or other personnel to study the needs of the school district's
buildings and sites in providing the education program. The results of these services will be considered in
planning the education program and in making decisions about the improvement and acquisition of additional
buildings and sites.
It is the responsibility of the superintendent to make a recommendation to the board regarding the need for such
services and who should perform such services for the board.

Legal Reference:

Iowa Code §§ 280.3, .14; 297 (2013).

Cross Reference:

103
801
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801.3 EDUCATIONAL SPECIFICATIONS FOR BUILDINGS & SITES

Buildings and sites considered for purchase or construction by the board or currently owned by the school district
and used for the education program must meet, or upon improvement be able to meet, the specifications set by
the board. The board will make this determination.
Prior to remodeling or other construction of buildings and sites, the board may appoint a committee of
consultants, employees, citizens, or others to assist the board in developing the specifications for the new or
improved buildings and sites. These specifications will be consistent with the education program, and they will
provide the architect with the information necessary to determine what is expected from the facility. It is within the
discretion of the board to determine whether a committee is appointed.
The education specifications will include, but not be limited to, the financial resources available for the project, the
definition and character of classrooms, the functional use to be made of the rooms, description of specialized
needs, and other pertinent information as the board deems necessary.
It is the responsibility of the superintendent to make a recommendation to the board regarding the specifications
of buildings and sites.

Legal Reference:

Cedar Rapids Community School District, Linn County v. City of Cedar Rapids, 252 Iowa
205, 106 N.W.2d 655 (1960).
Iowa Code §§ Ch 26; 280.3, .14; 297; 544A (2013).
1974 Op. Att'y Gen. 529.

Cross Reference:
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801.4 SITE ACQUISITION

Sites acquired by the board will meet or, upon improvement, be able to meet the specifications set out by the
board prior to using the site for the education program. The board may meet in closed session to discuss
potential purchases of sites.
It is the responsibility of the superintendent to assist the board and to make recommendations concerning the
acquisition of sites.

Legal Reference:

Iowa Code §§ 21.5(j); 297 (2013).

Cross Reference:

212
705.1
801
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802 MAINTENACE, OPERATION AND MANAGEMENT
802.1 MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE

The school district buildings and sites, including the grounds, buildings and equipment, will be kept clean and in
good repair. Employees should notify the building principal when something is in need of repair or removal,
including graffiti.
It is the responsibility of the superintendent to maintain the school district buildings and sites. As part of this
responsibility, a maintenance schedule is created and adhered to in compliance with this policy.

Legal Reference:

Iowa Code §§ 279.8; 280.3, .14 (2013).

Cross Reference:

502.2
502.5
802
804.1
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803 SELLING AND LEASING
803.1 DISPOSITION OF OBSOLETE EQUIPMENT

School property, such as equipment, furnishings, or supplies (hereinafter equipment), will be disposed of when it
is determined to be of no further use to the school district. It is the objective of the school district in disposing of
the equipment to achieve the best available price or most economical disposal.
Obsolete equipment having a value of less than $5,000 will be sold or disposed of in a manner determined by the
board. That manner will be determined as needed. However, the sale of equipment, furnishings or supplies
disposed of in this manner will be published in a newspaper of general circulation. The publication of the sale or
disposition will be published with at least one insertion each week for two consecutive weeks. Any other
disposition may be done in any other manner so with only one insertion in same newspaper.
A public hearing will be held regarding the disposal of the equipment with a value of $5,000 or more prior to the
board's final decision. The board will adopt a resolution announcing the proposed sale and will publish notice of
the time and place of the public hearing and the description of the property will be in the resolution. Notice of the
public hearing will be published at least once, but not less than 10 days and not more than 20 days, prior to the
hearing date. Upon completion of the public hearing, the board may dispose of the equipment.
It is the responsibility of the superintendent to make a recommendation to the board regarding the method for
disposing of equipment of no further use to the school district.

Legal Reference:

Iowa Code §§ 297.22-.25 (2013).

Cross Reference:

704
705.1
803

Approved

Revenue
Purchasing - Bidding
Selling and Leasing

7/14

Reviewed

7/19

Rock Valley School District Board Policy – 800 Series
Return to Table of Contents

Revised

Page 8

803.2 LEASE, SALE OR DISPOSAL OF SCHOOL DISTRICT BUILDINGS & SITES

Decisions regarding the lease, sale, or disposal of school district real property are made by the board. In making
its decision the board will consider the needs of the education program and the efficient use of public funds.
Prior to the board's final decision regarding real property, a public hearing will be held. The board will adopt a
resolution announcing the proposed sale which will contain notice of the time and place of the public hearing and
the description of the property or locally known address. Notice of the time and place of the public hearing will be
published at least once, but not less than 10 days and not more than 20 days, prior to the hearing date. Upon
completion of the public hearing, the board may dispose of the property.
If the real property contains less than two acres, is located outside of a city, is not adjacent to a city and was
previously used as a schoolhouse site, the property may revert to the owner of the tract from whom the property
was taken following the procedures set forth in IOWA CODE §§ 297.15-.25.
In the case of a sale or lease of school district real property not being used for the education program, unless
otherwise exempted, advertisements for bids will be taken. If the bids received by the board are deemed
inadequate, the board may decline to sell or lease the property and re-advertise.
In the case of the razing of a school district facility, in an amount in excess of the statutory minimum required by
law, the board will advertise and take bids for the purpose of awarding the contract for the project.
The superintendent is responsible for coordinating the action necessary for the board to accomplish the lease,
sale, or disposal of school district real property, including student-constructed buildings. It will also be the
responsibility of the superintendent to make a recommendation to the board regarding the use of school district
real property not being utilized for the education program.

Legal Reference:

Iowa Code §§ 297.15-.25 (2013).

Cross Reference:

704
705.1
803
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